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Are Your Solvent-Contaminated

Wipes & Shop Towels Considered
HAZARDOUS WASTE?

by Renee Lesjak Bashel and John B. Tweddale
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Either type of wipe is excluded from handling as a waste if + Keep records of the name and address of the landfill or
you follow these steps: combustor where wipes are shipped
¢ Make sure the wipes are shipped to a:
Store and ship in non-leaking, closed containers - Licensed municipal solid waste landfill;
Ensure that the container lid fits tightly and conracts - Licensed hazardous waste landfill;
the rim of the container completely - Licensed or permitted municipal waste combustor
Open the container to add more wipes or condense or other combustion facility meeting federal clean
multiple containers air standards; or
Seal the container prior to shipping to prevent leaks - Licensed or permitted hazardous waste combustor,
and emissions boiler, or industrial furnace regulated as a waste
Label any wipe storage container “Excluded Solvent- treatment facility.
Contaminated Wipes”
Ensure there are no free liquids in the container Reusable or disposable wipes that contain non-solvent
Handle any free liquid as a waste/hazardous waste based materials that are listed or characteristic hazardous
prior to shipping wastes, such as heavy metals, are still considered hazardous
Record the process followed to make sure there are no waste.
free liquids Wisconsin'’s current guidance policy is similar enough to
Accumulate wipes in a container for up to 180 days the new USEPA rules that there may be licde change if you
from the date the first wipe was placed in the container were already following the policy. If Wisconsin adjusts their
Document that wipes were accumulated for less than policy or adopts the USEPA rules in place of the state policy,
180 days the main difference would be that shops will not need to man-
age disposable wipes as a hazardous waste so long as the wipes
Reusable wipes are not considered solid waste so long as are handled according to the management practices listed
follow these additional steps: above and do not contain TCE or other non-solvent based list-
ed or characteristic hazardous contaminants.
Keep records of the name and address of the industrial For more information on USEPA’ final rule: www.epa.
laundry or dry cleaner where wipes are shipped gov/osw/hazard/wastetypes/wasteid/solvents/wipes.htm
Use a laundry or dry cleaner whose wastewarer dis- SCS Engineers is a full-service environmental consulting
charge, if any, is regulated by the Clean Water Act firm. For more information or assistance with determining
whether your wipes are hazardous waste, please feel free to
Disposable wipes are not considered hazardous waste contact us at (608) 224-2830.
so long as you follow these additional steps:
Renee Lesjak Bashel is Project Manager and John B. Tweddale is
* Verify thar the wipes do not conrain TCE (wipes with the Vice President ar SCS Engineers.
this specific solvent are not exempt under the USEPA WAN
rules)

Does your shop comply with

ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS?

We can help:

m Regulatory Compliance m Waste Assessments and Management
m Air Permitting m Compliance Manuals
B Emissions Inventories m Energy Efficiency Assessments

Contact

Renee Lesjak Bashel
608.216,7325 rbashel@scsengineers.com

John B. Tweddale
608.216.7320 jtweddale@scsengineers.com
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