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Table 1.  Generation, Materials Recovery, Composting, Combustion with Energy 

Recovery, and Discards of MSW, 1960 to 2011 (in millions of tons). (Source: EPA 2013)
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Figure 1. Management of MSW in the United States, 2011 (Source: EPA 2013)
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Figure 2. MSW Management, 1960 to 2011. (Source: EPA 2013)
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Due to this fact, there is a momentum to recover more organics from the MSW stream. 

As mentioned earlier, the nation has numerous programs at the local government level to 

recover yard trimmings. Collectively, the recent practices are to divert more organics from 

disposal by establishing curbside collection of certain organics (food waste, paper, and 

cardboard), diversion of clean organic waste stream for donation and animal feed, 

promotion of backyard composting, and on-site alternatives of disposal such as mulching 

of grass clippings. There are more than 214 source-separated organics collection programs 

in operation , up from only 20 in 2005. (Source: Rogoff and Clark, 2013). 

To a lesser extent, there are also mixed waste composting facilities that take unsorted 

MSW and remove large items, as well as ferrous and other metals. The remaining organic 

components, such as paper, food waste, yard trimmings, wood, and other materials, are 

used for composting. In the US in 2011, there were 12 mixed waste composting facilities 

that processed, in total, approximately 1,400 tons per day. 
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