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The July 1 deadline for toxic 
inventory release repor  ng is 
quickly approaching; are you 
mee  ng your obliga  ons?  This is 
an important part of your environ-
mental compliance strategy if you 
have a facility with at least 10 full-
 me equivalent employees in a 

covered North American Industry 
Classifi ca  on System (NAICS) code 
that exceeded a repor  ng thresh-
old in the previous calendar year.  
Repor  ng releases of toxic ma-
terials on an annual basis is one 
aspect of the Emergency Planning 
and Community Right-to-Know 
Act (EPCRA).  

The U.S. Environmental Protec  on 
Agency (USEPA) iden  fi es some 
agricultural industries as being 
subject to this repor  ng.  Aff ected 
facili  es include most food manu-
facturing with an NAICS code 
beginning with 311, most bever-
age and tobacco products begin-
ning with code 312, and facili  es 
whose primary ac  vity is reducing 
maple sap to maple syrup.  There 
are some excep  ons.  For in-
stance, facili  es primarily engaged 
in custom grain grinding for ani-
mal feed, custom animal slaugh-
tering for individuals, and bo  ling 
of mineral or spirit water are not 
required to report.  Visit the EPA’s 
website if you are unsure if your 
business is covered.

Follow these  ps to help you re-
main in compliance.

What’s in a Name?

This report is o  en referred to by 
a variety of names, including Toxic 
Release Inventory, TRI, SARA 313 
report, Form R, or Form A.  Do not 

be fooled by the nomenclature; 
these all refer to the same report.  

There are two steps associated 
with the toxic release inventory.  

Step 1
First you’ll need to determine if 
your facility is required to report 
by iden  fying the amount of the 
reportable chemicals or chemical 
categories that you manufactured, 
processed, or otherwise used in 
the previous calendar year.  Use 
these defi ni  ons:

� Manufacture means to pro-
duce, prepare, compound, or 
import, including coincidental 
manufacture such as a by-
product. 

� Process means to prepare an 
already manufactured product 
for distribu  on in commerce.  
This includes repackaging.

� Otherwise Use is defi ned as 
other chemical use that is not 
considered manufacturing or 
processing.

Some ac  vi  es are not subject to 
repor  ng; among the exemp  ons 
are chemicals in items that meet 
the defi ni  on of “ar  cles,” chemi-
cals for personal use, chemicals 
used for building and grounds 
maintenance (the exemp  on does 
not apply to cleaning of process 
equipment), or for maintenance 
of motor vehicles.  There is also 
an exemp  on for “de minimis” 
concentra  ons, meaning that the 
chemical cons  tutes less than 
1% of the formula or 0.1% if the 
chemical is a carcinogen.

There are more than 650 chemi-
cals and chemical categories 

covered by Toxic Release Inven-
tory (TRI).  USEPA’s List of Lists 
at h  ps://www.epa.gov/sites/
produc  on/fi les/2015-03/docu-
ments/list_of_lists.pdf can help 
you fi nd reportable chemicals.  
Chemicals that are reportable 
under TRI are iden  fi ed in the 
Sec  on 313 column. 

Chemicals that are considered 
persistent bioaccumula  ve toxins 
(PBT) can be found both in the List 
of Lists, and on a dedicated web 
page.  Chemicals in this category 
that may impact agribusiness may 
be present in some pes  cides.  
The USEPA has a guidance docu-
ment for repor  ng pes  cides and 
other PBT chemicals.  Be aware 
that the de minimis exemp  on 
does not apply to PBT chemicals.

Certain chemicals that are iden  -
fi ed by category may not be listed 
in the List of Lists; the USEPA has 
published separate lists at h  ps://
ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/guideme_
ext/f?p=104:80:0::NO:::
for many of these categories.  
Aqueous ammonia used in re-
frigera  on systems, for example 
– falls into a chemical category.  
Note that there are some special 
instruc  ons for ammonia thresh-
old determina  on and repor  ng.  

A  er you have iden  fi ed the non-
exempt chemicals and processes, 
you then need to determine how 
much of each was manufactured, 
processed, or otherwise used 
during the previous year.  Each of 
these categories will be calculated 
separately for each chemical.  The 
method for determining the totals 
diff ers from many other environ-
mental regulatory calcula  ons; 
USEPA does not require you to use 
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the maximum concentra  on in all 
circumstances.  For instance, if the 
Safety Data Sheet (SDS) expresses 
the concentra  on as a range, you 
may use an average of the range.  
Many chemical manufacturers 
provide more precise concentra-
 ons for TRI repor  ng in sec  on 

15 of the SDS.   

Finally, check to see if you have 
exceeded any repor  ng thresh-
olds.  

� Manufacture: 25,000 pounds 
� Process: 25,000 pounds 
� Otherwise Use: 10,000 pounds 
� Persistent Bioaccumula  ve 

Toxins: Varies by Chemical  

Complete the repor  ng in Step 2 
for each chemical that exceeds a 
repor  ng threshold.  

Important: Complete and docu-
ment Step 1 every year, even if 
you do not have to fi le a report.

Step 2:  
Forget (nearly) everything you did 
in Step 1.  That step just helped 
you iden  fy which chemicals are 
required to be on your TRI report.

For each chemical that exceeds a 
repor  ng threshold, the facility is 
required to calculate releases to 
the air, wastewater, storm wa-
ter, the amount of the chemical 
recycled or treated on site, or sent 
off  site for treatment during the 
previous calendar year.   

Choose your Form.  
� Form A: Use this form if:

-  You are not repor  ng any 
PBTs; and

- The amount manufactured, 
processed or otherwise 
used does not exceed 
1,000,000 pounds; and

- The total annual releases 
do not exceed 500 pounds.

� Form R: Use this form if you 
do not qualify to use Form A.

Complete a TRI report through the 
USEPA’s Central Data Exchange 

(CDX) at h  ps://cdx.epa.gov/ by 
July 1.  Some states and tribes 
have addi  onal repor  ng require-
ments.  Wisconsin state authori-
 es are able to access your report 

through CDX, so there is no need 
to send a copy to the state.  

The USEPA makes TRI submis-
sions available to the public, and 
you can access them through the 
Environmental Compliance His-
tory Online (ECHO), or the USEPA’s 
Envirofacts webpage.

Follow these steps to stay ahead 
of your environmental report-
ing requirements. For ques  ons 
or help mee  ng your repor  ng 
requirements, contact SCS Engi-
neers.

For more informa  on, contact 
Cheryl Moran (cmoran@scsen-
gineers.com) at SCS Engineers 
in Madison, WI or Ann O’Brien 
(aobrien@scsengineers.com) at 
SCS Engineers in Chicago.  Cheryl 
Moran is a Project Manager with 
SCS Engineers with more than 20 
years of experience in the print-
ing industry.  She is a Cer  fi ed 
Hazardous Materials Manager 
(CHMM) and has worked with air, 
water, and waste issues including 
permi   ng, environmental record-
keeping, repor  ng and monitor-
ing programs, hazardous waste 
management, environmental com-
pliance audits, and sustainability 
programs.

Let our experts help you with:

�  Containment System Design and Construction

�  Investigation and Remediation

�  Emergency Spill Response

�  Agricultural Chemical Cleanup Program (ACCP)

�  Storm Water Management

�  Water and Air Permitting

�  Environmental, Health, and Safety Management

�  Property Transaction Site Assessments

Contact Tony Kollasch

608-216-7381

tkollasch@scsengineers.com

www.scsengineers.com


